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I-ONG-EXPECTED PART

-- 3:-'co Baggins of Bag End announced that he rvou-;
: r:---rr his eleventy-first binhday with a parry of spe:-

-: ---3:e $'as much talk and excitement in Hobbitcl:
' :: i'erI rich and very peculiar, and had been the

: - :: :..r stxt-v years, ever since his remarkable disapp

.:.-:ed rerurn. The riches he had brought back :
mds bgd now become a local legend, and it was popularly b
E@.tEr fte old folk might say, that the Hill at Bag End wa
*.* *,ff"d with treasure. And if that was not enough fc

=tr 
Ees also his prolonged vigour to marvel at. Time wore ol

ryi to [3vg Iittle effect on Mr. Baggins. At ninety he was m

c :r* at fft-v. At ninety-nine *rey began to callhim well-pre.sa

crlxaai sould have been nearer the mark. There were sot

nui S.eir heads and thought this was too much of a good I

@Ed uDhir that anyone should possess (apparently) p
.'n'r = rell as (reputedly) inexhaustible wealth.
l Edl have to be paid for,' they said. 'It isn't natural, and

ill :noe of it!'

k so frrtrouble had not come; and as Mr. Baggins was g

fu ii 661sn most people were willing to forgive him his
r rs good fomrne. He remained on visiting terms with his I

qr. of course, the Sackville-Bagginses), and he had m
ga r+mirem among ttre hobbits of poor and unimportant 1

r - hd no close friends, until some of his younger cousir

!E(r- q}.
3e eldest of these, and Bilbo's favourite, was youtr{

rgs- Yhen Bilbo was ninety-nine he adopted Frodo as

a rrcrught him to live at Bag End; and the hopes of tlre S

Eas'es were finally dashed. Bilbo and Frodo happened
: *-m birthday, September zznd.'You had better come

r- Frodo my lad,' said Bilbo one day; 'and then we czm (

r nrftday-parties comfortably together.' At that time Frr

[. n his uteens, as the hobbits called the irresponsible
mrela childhood and coming of age at ttrirry-three.

T-Etse more years passed. Each year the Bagginses hr

- .retv combined birthday-parties at Bag End; but not
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22 THE LORD OF THE RINGS

understood that something quite exceptional was being planned for
tlrat autumn. Bilbo was going to be eleaenty-one, rrr, a rather curious
number, and a very respectable age for a hobbit (the Old Took himself
had only reached r3o); and Frodo was going to be thiny-three, 33, an
important number: the date of his'coming of age'.

Tongues began to wag in Hobbiton and Blrrater; and rumour of
the coming event travelled all over the Shire. The history and charac-
ter of Mr. Bilbo Baggins became once again the chief topic of conver-
sation; and the older folk suddenly found their reminiscences in
welcome demand.

No one had a more attentive audience than old FIam Gamgee,
commonly known as the Gaffer. He held forth at The lz.ty Bush, a

small inn on the Bf /ater road; and he spoke with some authority,
for he had tended the garden ar Bag End for forr5r years, and had
helped old Holman in the same job before that. Now that he was
himself growing old and stiff in the joints, the job was mainly carried
on by his youngest son, Sam Gamgee. Both father and son were on
very friendly -terms with Bilbo and Frodo. They lived on the Hill
itself, in Number 3 Bagshot Row just below Bag End.

'A very nice well-spoken gentlehobbit is Mr. Bilbo, as I've always
said,' tlle Gaffer declared. \7ith perfect truth: for Bilbo was very
polite to him, calling him 'Master Hamfast', and consulting him
constantly upon the growing of vegetables - in the matter of 'roots',
especially potatoes, the Gaffer was recognized as the leading authority
by all in the neighbourhood (including himself).

'But what about this Frodo that lives with him?' asked Old Noakes
of Byrvater. 'Baggins is his name, but he's more than half a Brandy-
buck, they say. It beats me why any Baggins of Hobbiton should go
Iooking for a wife away there in Buckland, where folks are so queer.'

'And no wonder they're queerr' put in Daddy Twofoot (the
Gaffer's next-door neighbour), 'if they live on the wrong side of the
Brandprrine River, and right agin the Old Forest. That's a dark bad
place, if half the tales be true.'

'You're right, Dad!' said the Gaffer. 'Not that the Brandybucks
of Buckland live ln the Old Forest; but they're a queer breed, seem-
ingly. They fool about with boats on rhat big river - and that isn't
natural. Small wonder that trouble came of it, I say. But be that as
it may, Mr. Frodo is as nice a young hobbit as you could wish to
meet. Very much like Mr. Bilbo, and in more dran looks. After all
his father was a Baggins. A decent respectable hobbit was Mr. Drogo
Baggins; there was never much to tell of him, till he was drownded.'

'Drownded?' said several voices. They had heard rhis and other
darker rumours before, of course; but hobbits have a passion for
family history, and they were ready to hear it again.

A LONG.EXPECTED PARTY

r :-.. so they say,' said the Gaffer. 'You see: NIr. Dr
- .-.=i poor Miss Primula Brandybuck. She was our -\k
-- -:usin on the mother's side (her mother being the 1-ou

--. --.i Took's daughters); and Mr. Drogo was his seccn:
. I - Frodo is his first and second cousin, once remc\-.
- .. the saying is, if you follow me. And Mr. Drogo rr:,

- : --dr- Hall with his father-in-1aw, old Master Gorb.:;:
-: - :d after his marriage (him being partial to his littles.
- :- =i.rc keeping a mighty generous table); and he rvent o-

---= Brandy'lvine River; and he and his wife were drosr:
' : 

"k 
Frodo only a child and all.'

. : reard they'"vent on the water after dinner in the rnr'

- - l.l \oakes;'and itwas Drogo's weight as sunk the r.
-:-: t heard she pushed him in, and he pulled her tn :-

- - S=rJ1'man, the Hobbiton miller.
r' - shouldn't listen to all you hear, Sandyman,' said :h.

- r:: not much like the miller. 'There isn't no call to s,.

-::-:rg and pulling. Boats are quite tricky enough for =
- -, 'i-ithout iooking further for the cause of troubl:

-: ,=> this Mr. Frodo left an orphan and suanded, a. '''-
. .-rng those queer Bucklanders, being brought uF :::

-- - :{a11. A regular warren, by all accounts. Old Master G
--.i ferver than a couple of hundred relations in the l

N rlever did a kinder deed than when he brought the lad
: Ercrrg decent folk.

- i reckon it was a nasty knock for those Sackr-ille-B:
.: 

---:ught the1, were going to get Bag End, that urn:
' and n'as thought to be dead. And then he con:e. :

- 1 - -::.m off; and he goes on living and living, and nei =:
- .:er. bless himl And suddenly he produces an he:..

-: r:r3rS made out proper. f'he Sackville-Bagginse. '.' 
--

e i= inside of Bag End nowJ or it is to be hoped not.'
'T'here's a tidy bit of money tucked away up there, I h

c' e sEanger, a visitor on business from Michel Detvin
fc$rrhing. 'All the top of your hill is full of tunnels pad

Tnea you've heard more than I can speak tor' a[sw(
L-**r- 1 know no*ring abort jools. Mr. Bilbo is free with his
d Eere seems no lack of it; but I know of no tunnei-makir
Ik tsr1bo when he came back, a matter of sixty years ago,

16 r 1--l I'd not long come prentice to old Holman (Prirn t
rc-* corsin), but he had me up at Bag End helping hirn
idLs rom trampling and trapessing all over the garden wbile
*u ;r:- ^\nd in the middle of it all Mr. Bilbo comes up the l
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a pony and some mighty big bags and a couple of chests. I don't
doubt they were mostly fulI of treasure he had picked up in foreign
parts, where there be mountains of gold, they say; but there wasn't
enough to fill tunnels. But my lad Sam will know more about that.
He's in and out of Bag End. Crazy about stories of the old days, he

is, and he listens to all Mr. Bilbo's tales. Mr. Bilbo has learned him
his letters - meaning no harm, mark you, and I hope no harm will
come of it.

'E|.,.:es and Dragons! I says to hirrl Cabbages and potatoes are better

for me and you. Don't go gettiTtg mixed up in tke business of your betters,

or you'll land in tottble too big for 1,ou, I says to him. And I might sa-v

it to others,' he added with a look at the stranger and the milier.
But the Gaffer did not convince his audience. The legend of

Bilbo's wealth was now too firmly fuxed in the minds of the younger
generation ofhobbits.

'Ah, but he has likely enough been adding to what he brought at
first,' argued the rniller, voicing common opinion. 'He's often awa-v

from home. And look at the outlandish folk that visit him: dwarves
coming at night, and that old rvandering conjuror, Gandalr, and all.
You can say what you like, Gaffer, but Bag End's a queer place, and
its folk are queerer.'

'And you can say what you like, about what you know no more
of than you do of boating, Mr. Sandyman,' retorted the Gaffer, dislik-
ing the miller even more than usual. 'If that's being queer, then we
could do with a bit more queerness in these parts. There's some not
far away that wouldn't offer a pint of beer to a friend, if they lived
in a hole with golden walls. But they do things proper at Bag End.
Our Sam says that eaeryone's going to be invited to the party, and
there's going to be presents, mark you, presents for all - this very
mondr as is.'

That very month was September, and as fine as you could ask. A
day or two Iater a rumour (probably started by the knowledgeatrle
Sam) was spread about that there were going to be fireworks fire-
works, what is more, such as had not been seen in the Shire for nigh
on a century, not indeed since the Old Took died.

Days passed and The Day drew nearer. An odd-looking waggon
laden with oddJooking packages rolled into Hobbiton one evening
and toiled up the Hill to Bag End. The stanled hobbits peered out
of lamplit doors to gape at it. It was driven by outlandish folk, singing
strange songs: dwarves with long beards and deep hoods. A few of
them remained at Bag End. At the end of the second week in Sep-
tember a cart came in through Bywater from the direction of Brandy-
wine Bridge in broad daylight. An old man was driving it all alone.

A LONG-EXPECTED PARTY

E rstxe a tall pointed blu
e hrrl a long white beard
etrimofhishat. Smallh

ry Eow belonged to a legendary Past'
l-t o th. oid -".t, helped by Bilbo and some dwarvt

mde.f u-nloading, Bilbo gave a few pennies away; but not i

q6 or cracker was forthcoming, to *re disappoinment

ur peeping in at the round windows'
-t[os-bright your garden looksl' said Gandalf'
-Tes-' said Bilbo. 'I "*J;T i:?,H3*t 

of it, and of au I

with Your Plan then?'
mind months ago, and I haven't cha:

- good saYing any more' Stick to You

ms *iole plan, mind - and I hope it will tum out for rhe

*:=- -d foi all of us.'
-Ibope so. Anyway I mean to enjoy myself on ThursdaR e

ryiirde ioke.'-Tb.o 
will laugh, I wonder?' said Gandalf, shaking his he

Te shall see,' said Bilbo.
***



'oqlrg pres .(a3s Ileqs erl\.
'peeq srq Sur4eqs SFpuEr; prBS .ar3puo.r\ I ,q8nel IIra orl,l\.

,'eIo( el]trl 1-
e^eq pue 'f,epsrnq1 uo;1es.{ru do(ue ot uearu I 

]t"** 
'os adoq 1,

roJ'rseq eqr IoJ rno urnr 1p,r,r rr edoq r pu, -;#iJliJ:iJ.o"i rl-
- ueld rnor{ o1 >lcrts 'aroru fue 8ur,{es pon8 ou sr 11 '11e.lr fua.1

,.rr pe'ueqc ,.uo^eq , ,,:ilrrilH:X[rr:i[ if"g";TXJ ::,i
.'deprloq e pe.u I Iulql 1 rnq ie-rrq5 :.

reap oqr IIeJo puE 'rr;o paepur puo;.{-ra,L ru€ L 'oqlrg pres ,(sc \
'JI€puBC prES .islool uep.re8 rno.{ lq8Fg aio11

'str\opur.l.r punoJ egl ]e ur Eurdead::.
slle,rt In1 eql relo 1ie Suqterr suelunlsgu pue 's:e.$ouuns pue suo; : - -

-deus :uaplo8 pue per pa,no18 sre^\og aqa '1n;acead pue tqEuq ..
uoorlroue elEI eqJ 'uepre8 eLIt o] uo tse.l tno 8uqoo1 ruooJ IIErus . -

.ttopur.nn uado aqt te Srrr]trs aJel\JIBprrEC pue oqlrg (pug 8eg eprsul

'eurof, relou plno.tr dr.rzd aqr go .,{ep eqt tegt Euqea; 'go eperu ';: -

pue 'eirq.4A B JoJ urBA ur roop arp ]E peJets strqqoq Sunof eq1 ::
se.,r\ Joop er.{t pue 'oqirg qtrl\ eprsur pereaddesrp aq ueqJ ( s:'* :

eturt aql ueqlr dtuald ta8 11,n no1 JIEpUEC pres (i^rou f,e,ne ung
'sJ3io.- _

el{t Jo tueurtutoddesrp eql ot 'SunuoJquoJ SBu\{ J3{3EJJ Jo c::-
e18uts e tou lnq ![e.lc.e saruuad.,rte; e eae8 oglg'Surpeolun p.L-: --
peq csr^re.{^p eruos pue ogllg.(g pedlaq (uuur plo erfl uou!.,_

'tsBd ftepue8el E o] pe8uoleq .rtou - -

- s.{eldsrp Iro^\erg sn{ Jo auo uees p€q sreple rraqt Jo tseplo 3rl- -

,{ue :ou {arp .roqtrou rng !3uo1 peddors releu pue iilleuorsec:. -
-lqgoH ur pa.reoddr .(1uo eq q8noqt 'tqBrs,(q rurq.{aeu{ fega p:'--
ueru plo oql pue (patnoqs feqr .lpue;g roJ C, 'uerplrqr-trqqoq :--
tueuratrcxJ erlt aJuol{ '.{ue4 atp IE (suorlJuJlte, arp Jo euo t.sn : :

eq rueqt oI'tI tnoq? 8urqtou.natr,l >lloJ-elF{S aql }nq'sno::--
pue tlnogJrp erorrr JEJ se.l sseursnq i€ar srif 'srg8ll pue 'se1oru. ..
qtil\ IIDIS stq ot fpteru enp se,4A eJrqs eq] w errreJ esoqarr (p:ezr-r'. :

JIEpueC s€,&\ uaLu plo eqt pue 'asJnoJ Jo 
(yeru s.JIEpueC sBA\ t: _'

A 
(eurLr-Jle eql pue !a C p., e3.re1 e qtr.\\ F:'.:

qcea 'sodeqs pue stJos IIe Jo s>lro.&\arg Jo selpunq teelS e.re.r'. :-, -

:pBolun ot ue8aq ueru plo oqt roop luor; s(oqlrg ty 'passen5 '--- --:
faqt se's>poarrarggo o8.rec e peq ]I'ilH erp dn rqEF pue uor.:- l
q8norqr IIB uer aqt rau€ uer uerpp{r-ttqqoq ileurs 'rer{ srqJo ri;- - :

puo.(oq tno >lJnts teqt smorqado dqsnq puE preag errqa,r 3uo1 E :: : -
'IJBJS Jelirs e pue (1eo1c dar8 3uo1 e <tBrI enlq peturod 181 E t:-- , :

^J)M 
CIAJCAdXA-CNO'I V SzSCNIII AHJ CO AUO'I AHI


